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1 Corinthians 12:4-11 - Now there are 
varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And 
there are varieties of ministries, and the same 
Lord. 6 There are varieties of effects, but the 
same God who works all things in all persons. 
7 But to each one is given the manifestation of 
the Spirit for the common good.



8 For to one is given the word of wisdom through 
the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge 
according to the same Spirit; 9 to another faith 
by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of 
healing by the one Spirit, 10 and to another the 
effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, 
and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to 
another various kinds of tongues, and to another 
the interpretation of tongues. 



11 But one and the same Spirit works all these 
things, distributing to each one individually just 
as He wills.



Prophecy - meaning “to speak forth”

Prophecy

1 Corinthians 14:3 - But one who prophesies 
speaks to men for edification and exhortation 
and consolation.

Proclamation of the Word of God.



Eph. 2:19-22 - So then you are no longer 
strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens 
with the saints, and are of God’s household, 20 
having been built on the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the 
corner stone, 21 in whom the whole building, 
being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple 
in the Lord, 22 in whom you also are being built 
together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.



Various Kinds of Tongues - The ability to speak 
another language that was previously unknown to 
the speaker. 

Interpretation of Tongues - The ability to 
interpret a previously unknown language. 



The Jews from Various Nations
Acts 2:1-13When the day of Pentecost had 
come, they were all together in one place. 2 And 
suddenly there came from heaven a noise like a 
violent rushing wind, and it filled the whole 
house where they were sitting. 3 And there 
appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing 
themselves, and they rested on each one of 
them. 



4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak with other tongues, as the 
Spirit was giving them utterance. 5 Now there 
were Jews living in Jerusalem, devout men from 
every nation under heaven. 6 And when this 
sound occurred, the crowd came together, and 
were bewildered because each one of them was 
hearing them speak in his own language. 7 They 
were amazed and astonished, saying, “Why, are 
not all these who are speaking Galileans? 



8 And how is it that we each hear them in our 
own language to which we were born? 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 9 Parthians and 
Medes and Elamites, and residents of 
Mesopotamia, Judea and 10 Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the districts of Libya 
around Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both 
Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—we 
hear them in our own tongues speaking of the 
mighty deeds of God.”



12 And they all continued in amazement and 
great perplexity, saying to one another, “What 
does this mean?” 13 But others were mocking 
and saying, “They are full of sweet wine.”



The Samaritans
Acts 8:14-17 - Now when the apostles in 
Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the 
word of God, they sent them Peter and John, 15 
who came down and prayed for them that they 
might receive the Holy Spirit. 16 For He had not 
yet fallen upon any of them; they had simply 
been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 
Then they began laying their hands on them, 
and they were receiving the Holy Spirit.



The Gentiles

1-8: God gives Cornelius (a centurion) a vision 
and tells him to send for Peter.

9-16 - On the next day, as they were on their 
way and approaching the city, Peter went up on 
the housetop about the sixth hour to pray. 10 But 
he became hungry and was desiring to eat; but 
while they were making preparations, he fell into 
a trance;

Acts 10:1-11:18



11 and he *saw the sky opened up, and an 
object like a great sheet coming down, lowered 
by four corners to the ground, 12 and there were 
in it all kinds of four-footed animals and 
crawling creatures of the earth and birds of the 
air. 13 A voice came to him, “Get up, Peter, kill 
and eat!” 14 But Peter said, “By no means, Lord, 
for I have never eaten anything unholy and 
unclean.”



15 Again a voice came to him a second time, 
“What God has cleansed, no longer consider 
unholy.” 16 This happened three times, and 
immediately the object was taken up into the 
sky.

17-23: Cornelius’ men find Peter and bring him 
back to Caesarea



24-29: Peter and Cornelius meet. Peter tells him, 
“And he said to them, “You yourselves know how 
unlawful it is for a man who is a Jew to associate 
with a foreigner or to visit him; and yet God has 
shown me that I should not call any man unholy 
or unclean. 29 That is why I came without even 
raising any objection when I was sent for.”

30-33: Cornelius tells Peter about the vision.

34-43: Peter gives the gospel to Cornelius, along 
with his relatives and close friends (v24)



44-48 - While Peter was still speaking these 
words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who 
were listening to the message. 45 All the 
circumcised believers who came with Peter were 
amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had 
been poured out on the Gentiles also. 46 For they 
were hearing them speaking with tongues and 
exalting God. Then Peter answered, 47 “Surely 
no one can refuse the water for these to be 
baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just 
as we did, can he?”



48 And he ordered them to be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to 
stay on for a few days.



Acts 11:1-4 - Now the apostles and the brethren 
who were throughout Judea heard that the 
Gentiles also had received the word of God. 2 
And when Peter came up to Jerusalem, those 
who were circumcised took issue with him, 3 
saying, “You went to uncircumcised men and ate 
with them.” 4 But Peter began speaking and 
proceeded to explain to them in orderly 
sequence, saying…,



Acts 11:15-18 - And as I began to speak, the Holy 
Spirit fell upon them just as He did upon us at the 
beginning. 16 And I remembered the word of the 
Lord, how He used to say, ‘John baptized with 
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 
17 Therefore if God gave to them the same gift as 
He gave to us also after believing in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who was I that I could stand in God’s way?” 
18 When they heard this, they quieted down and 
glorified God, saying, “Well then, God has granted 
to the Gentiles also the repentance that leads to 
life.”



The Disciples of Apollos
Acts 19:1-7 - It happened that while Apollos 
was at Corinth, Paul passed through the upper 
country and came to Ephesus, and found some 
disciples. 2 He said to them, “Did you receive the 
Holy Spirit when you believed?” And they said to 
him, “No, we have not even heard whether there 
is a Holy Spirit.” 3 And he said, “Into what then 
were you baptized?” And they said, “Into John’s 
baptism.”



4 Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of 
repentance, telling the people to believe in Him 
who was coming after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5 
When they heard this, they were baptized in the 
name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had 
laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came 
on them, and they began speaking with tongues 
and prophesying. 7 There were in all about 
twelve men.



The Purpose of the Gifts
 of Languages

The main practical purpose of this gift was to 
preach the word of God in other languages. 

Authenticating (in the minds of the Jews) the 
salvation of other people groups



A Sign to Unbelieving Israel

1 Corinthians 14:21-22 - In the Law it is 
written, “By men of strange tongues and by the 
lips of strangers I will speak to this people, and 
even so they will not listen to Me,” says the Lord. 
22 So then tongues are for a sign, not to those 
who believe but to unbelievers; but prophecy is 
for a sign, not to unbelievers but to those who 
believe.



Isaiah 28:7-12 - And these also reel with wine 
and stagger from strong drink: The priest and 
the prophet reel with strong drink, They are 
confused by wine, they stagger from strong 
drink; They reel while having visions, They totter 
when rendering judgment. 8 For all the tables 
are full of filthy vomit, without a single clean 
place. 9 “To whom would He teach knowledge, 
and to whom would He interpret the message? 
Those just weaned from milk? Those just taken 
from the breast?



10 “For He says, ‘Order on order, order on order, 
Line on line, line on line, A little here, a little 
there.’” 11 Indeed, He will speak to this people 
Through stammering lips and a foreign tongue, 
12 He who said to them, “Here is rest, give rest 
to the weary,” And, “Here is repose,” but they 
would not listen.



Recap of Purposes of Tongues:
1. Spreading the gospel to those who spoke a 
different language from the preacher

2. Authenticating (in the minds of the Jews) the 
salvation of other people groups

3. A sign of  impending judgment against 
unbelieving Israel



The Gift of Languages has a 
Built-In Expiration

1 Corinthians 13:8-13 - 8 Love never fails; but 
if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done 
away; if there are tongues, they will cease; if 
there is knowledge, it will be done away. 9 For 
we know in part and we prophesy in part; 10 but 
when the perfect comes, the partial will be done 
away. 



11 When I was a child, I used to speak like a 
child, think like a child, reason like a child; when 
I became a man, I did away with childish 
things. 12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but 
then face to face; now I know in part, but then I 
will know fully just as I also have been fully 
known. 13 But now faith, hope, love, abide these 
three; but the greatest of these is love.
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